Rush Common School Newsletter

Friday 9" May 2025

Dreauny;, Aspire; Succeed

Dear Parents/Carers

Yesterday was the 80™ Anniversary of VE Day, and in school we marked this occasion with a range of activities in class
related to VE Day. We also held a two minute silence to remember and thank those who fought for our freedom during
World War Two. Children really understood the significance of the occasion and learnt a little more about this important
moment in history.

Last week we had an author visit from Greg James (Radio 1 Presenter), who has co-written a series of books with Chris
Smith. It was a thoroughly entertaining talk, and it was great to have such a well known personality presenting in our hall.
Children from Thomas Reade and Dunmore primary schools also came to the event, and a fantastic selection of questions
were asked. We certainly have some budding authors of the future!

Across the last two weeks, each of our Year 2 classes have been out visiting Abingdon Museum. It was lovely for our
children to visit a local attraction, and meant we were able to walk from school. They gained a huge amount of knowledge
about the Anglo-Saxons and really enjoyed the workshop provided by the museum. As always we received great praise for
the impeccable behaviour of all our children on the trip.

Last week, Year 4 delivered a fantastic Curriculum Assembly to parents, showcasing much of their learning from this Term.
The way the children delivered their lines and carried out their roles in the assembly showed such confidence, and the
depth of learning was clear for all to see. As part of the assembly, a hugely memorable recital of Macavity the Mystery Cat
was delivered with impressive accuracy and gusto!

Speaking of performance poetry, in last week’s Celebration Assembly, Year 1 gave a wonderful recital of the poem ‘The
Great Fire of London’ by Paul Perro. The way they all kept to the rhythm of the poem and were articulate was very
impressive, and the poem was hugely enjoyed by everyone in the hall.

On Wednesday 7" May Year 3 and 4 competed in the Abingdon Schools Red Tennis Competition. The whole team
performed brilliantly, showing determination and talent in equal measure. They came second out of eight teams and should
be hugely proud of their performances. Congratulations to you all!

Pupil Leadership roles are important at Rush Common and this term our Year 5 Play Leaders are supporting younger
children at lunchtimes. The children take their roles very seriously, and take great care in setting up games and activities
on the field for children in KS1. It is lovely to see the confidence of the Year 5 children blossoming in this role!

Today Year 4 have been visiting Abbey Fishponds, to understand the positive impact humans can have on the environment.
This involved observing wildlife in action, and it was a very enjoyable trip for all of the children.

Next week we wish all of our Year 6 children good luck as they complete the SATs. They have been well prepared and we
know they are going into the week with confidence. They are particularly looking forward to the SATs breakfast!

Finally, | would like to thank everyone who supported our FORC Second Hand Book Sale. An impressive amount of sales
were made, and | will let you know the total raised next time. | hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable weekend.

Kind regards

Kristenw Fowcett
Headteacher
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School Dinners
The cost of school dinners is
£2.65 per day. Payment for
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Calling all gardeners!

school dinners can be made via St

ParentMail. Meal choices must We will be holding a plant sale one a day after school in May and
be made at least 3 days in are looking for plants to sell!

advance. If you’re growing plants from seed, or splitting plants you

already have could we have a couple?!
Any fruit or veg plants or flowers would be wonderful!
We will be collecting a few days before the sale (date TBC!) but if
you have any questions or would like to tell us what you’re growing
please email us on...

rushcommon.forc@gmail.com

We would love to hear from you!
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Musical Performance

HORTENSIA Congratulations to Freya in Year 5 who has

recently starred in the Little Stars Musical

production of Matilda. Freya’s hard work also
Freya Kavanagh rewarded her with the Newcomer Achievement

\ " Award. Well done Freya!
[ !

10 Years Old

Freya is new to Little Stars swapping her
football boots for dance shoes (for now)
and has loved exploring this new hobby.
Freya s hard working and very driven
and makes backwards walkovers look so
easy! Afabulous new addition, we haqve
loved having her on board!
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In today’s digitol world, it's increasingly common for children to form friendships with people
thoy‘ve never met in person. While online connections can offer children a sense of belonging.
they also carry significant risks. Around 19% of chiidren aged 10 to 15 in Englond and Wales have
chotted onkine with someone they've never met face to face. This guide offers expert advice for
parents and educators on helping children navigate online friendships sofely.
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Dates for your diary 2025

KS2 SATs Week
Parent Forum — Personal Development

Year 1 Curriculum Assembly

John Mason visiting Year 6 Transition Pupils

Whole School Picnic and Open Afternoon
End of Term 3a

Inset Day (Children Not in School)

Start of Term 3b

Larkmead visiting Year 6 Transition Pupils
Reception Trip to Farmer Gow’s

Class Photos

Online Author Visit

Year 3 Hill End Trip

Vision Screening (Reception Only)
Fitzharrys visiting Year 6 Transition Pupils
Reception and KS1 Sports Day
Reception and KS1 Back Up Sports Day
Summer Fete

Year 6 Call of The Wild Residental

Inset Day (Children Not in School)

‘Move Up’ morning

KS2 Sports Day (Tilsley Park)

Year 6 Production

KS2 Back Up Sports Day (Tilsley Park)
Year 6 Leaver’s Party

End of Term 3b

Week of the 12" May

Monday 19" May at 3.30pm (online)
Wednesday 215 May 9.00am
Thursday 22" May

Friday 23™ May

Friday 23 May

Monday 2" June

Tuesday 3 June

Wednesday 4" June

Wednesday 4™ June

Thursday 5" June

Wednesday 11" June

Thursday 12" June

Monday 16™" June (Date Change)
Wednesday 18" June (Date Change)
Friday 20" June

Tuesday 24" June

Saturday 215 June 12.00pm - 2.00pm
Monday 30" June - Friday 4" July
Monday 7" July

Wednesday 9" July

Thursday 10" July 9.30am -1.30pm
Monday 14" and Tuesday 15" July 6.00pm
Wednesday 16" July 9.30am -1.30pm
Thursday 17" July

Monday 215t July at 1.30pm




Local Community News

Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not
endorse or make recommendation

ibrick  Mouse

Ty of fun
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JOIN OUR
LEGO ADVENTURE!
EXPLORE THE WORLD
AROUND YOU WITH LEGO

RUSH COMMON PRIMARY
SCHOOL, ABINGDON

THURSDAY AFTER SCHOOL
3:00PM TO 4:10PM
24TH APRIL TO 17TH JULY

www.house-of-fun.co.uk

HANDS ON SCIENCE EXPERIMENTS
SPORTS
ARTS & CRAFTS
COOKERY

MAY HALF TERM
MULTI-ACTIVITY CAMP

Tuesday 27th to Friday 30th May, 2025
open from 8.30am to bpm each day!

E] RUSH COMMON
PRIMARY SCHOOL
HENDRED WAY ¥
ABINGDON
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Wildlife Trus!

g=" at Sutton Cour
Envitonmenta

Wildlife Gardening Talk: Growing vegetables in containers and
small spaces

Thursday 8 May; 6-8pm

How to make the most of small spaces to grow delicious organic
vegetables with expert Robert Longstaff. Suggested donation £4

Wildlife Gardening Talk: Know your soil and no dig gardening
Thursday 29 May; 6-8pm

Discover the secrets of your soil and principles of no dig gardening with
organic gardening expert Robert Longstaff. Suggested donation £4

Wildlife Gardening Talk: Low input gardening and wildlife
ponds

Sunday 8 June; 10am-1pm

Learn how “less” can be “more” in gardening with our expert. Find out
the benefits a pond offers in your garden. £10 per head.

Visit our website to book or for more info:
= bbowt.org.uk/events
= 01235 862024 or sceec@bbowt.org.uk

bbowt.org.uk More nature everywhere

Registered charity no. 204330

ADULTS £12
susmg:xon SATURDAY iyl
BLEWBURY 17 MAY U10S FREE

OXN9ED  9,30amM-5.30PM “TCiTiscoun

| SHOW CATTLE
STEAM ENGINES ‘
YFC COMPETITIONS TRADE STANDS
MOTOR BIKE DISPLAY
CHILDREN'SATTRACTIONS ‘
KALEB COOPER CONTRACTING AND MORE

More info: oxfordshi ,1 how.org.uk
Tickets: tick co. dshi Yy
¥ or scan QR code

Oxfordshire Young Farmers County Show (@oxyfeshow

Dogs welcome on leads and to Dog show

SKILLS - FUN - GAME PLAY

LEARN FROM PROFESSIONAL NETBALL PLAYERS AND
GROW YOUR SKILLS!! WITH A SURPRISE GUEST!!

TARGET NETBALL ACADEMY

- LED BY Charlotte Dunkley + a
Spaces are limited | Surprise

guest
— reserve your OXFORD HIGH SCHOOL
place today and targetnetballacademy @gmailcom

% 07469196478
improve your play!
P YourPIAaY® | i) 1ng DISCOUNTS - 10%

- AL o
JOIN US FOR A ‘HIP-HOPPING, TOE-TAPPING’ DAYTIME DISCO FOR
ALL OF THE FAMILY

BOOKING INFO:

Pay what you can, under 2yrs go free!
01865319450

www thenorthwall. com
contact@thenorthwall.com
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Community
Dental

National Smile Month
Story | Poem Competition

National Smile Mon_r! w
Story /| Poem Competition

RULES OF ENTRY

Celebrate with us this National Smile Month,
12th May — 12th June 2025 CDS's National Smile Month Story/Poem Competition is open to residents aged

and help raise awareness of the importance of good oral health. between 6 and 11 years on the closing date of 12th June 2025.

We welcome entries from children of all abilities and needs.

To enter the competition, entrants must:

1. Wirite a short story or poem (up to 400 words) that can be anything about
teeth.

2. ldeas must be the entrant’s own work.

3. Have parent / guardian's permission to enter the compefition.

4._ Entries must be received by S5pm on Thursday 12th June 2025.

5. Late entries will be not be included.

6. Only one entry per person to be submitted.

If multiples are received, we will accept the first and disregard others.

7. Winner will be announced on our social media channels and contacted on
1st July 2025 to arrange a convenient date for CDS to record them reading
their entry.

Enter for a chance to win!

The winner will have their story or poem
turned into a video with their voiceover, plus
receive an electric toothbrush and a book

voucher. 8. If CDS is unable to contact the winner after a reasonable number of
attempts have been made, we reserve the right to offer the prize to the
next best entry.
Please send your enfries in by 5pm 12th June 2025 via email at 9. The prize is as stated and cannot be fransferred. There is no cash
ohimp.oxfordshire@cds-cic.nhs.uk alternative.

10. Winner will be expected to take part in post-competition publicity for CDS.
The winner's name and image may be used on the internet, in

Winner will be announced on 1st July 2025. Please ensure you publications, on TV and Radio, along with a copy of their winning entry.

provide the child's name, school they attend or ts contact on ]_1_Thepale_nl_.fguardl:_an!Jfanentlaltlsueemedtc_lha\rfaameptedtlm
the back of the submission or in the email. rules when giving permission to the enfrant to submit their entry.

Any guestions please contact the OHI team on:
oralhealthimprovement @cds-cic.nhs.uk

{©)Community Dantal Servicas CIC, 2025




