
 

                                                                                                                 
 

Abingdon Learning Trust is an exempt charity and a company limited by guarantee.  
Registered in England and Wales.  Company No. 7931886 

Registered Office: Rush Common School, Hendred Way, Abingdon.  OX14 2AW 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                              Rush Common School Newsletter 
 

Friday 8th May 2026 
 

 

Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
This week our Year 3 and 4 Tennis Team competed in the Abingdon Schools Red Tennis Competition. They were absolutely 
superb in their effort and application of skills, and were highly competitive. They won all of their group games and progressed 
to the A Finals, where they finished in 3rd place overall. They should be very proud of their achievements. We also had two 
football matches last week aginast Dunmore Primary School. Our Girls Team won their match 7-0, with our Boys Team 
winning 4-3. They should be very proud, and as always they were humble in victory. Our continued success in sports 
competitions is not a coincidence, and I would like to thank Mrs Barnes for the preparation and organisation that goes into 
each event to give our children the best chance of competing well.  
 
We have had two school trips this week. The first was on Wednesday, with Reception having a wonderful day at Roves 
Farm. Activites included a tractor ride, petting the farm animals, forest school activity, a lovely re-telling of The Hungry 
Caterpillar, and use of the play areas. It is fair to say they had a terrific day and were thoroughly tired by the time they 
arrived back at school! Our other trip this week was a Year 4 local visit to Abbey Fishponds, in which children were 
investigating the positive impact humans can have on the environment. The children really enjoyed the trip and gained 
enhanced knowledge from this hands on approach to understanding this area of the curriculum. 
 
In the celebration assembly last Friday, Year 1 treated us to some fantastic performance poetry as they performed ‘The 
Great Fire of London’ by Paul Perro. Today Year 3 are performing ‘The Edible Bedroom’ by Joshua Seigal. All Year groups 
have an opportunity to recite a poem at some point during the year, and it provides another opportunity for all children to 
perform in front of an audience. The clarity, confidence and enjoyment shown by Year 1 last week was impressive and we 
are sure the same will be shown by Year 3 today. 
 
Our current PSHE topic across the school is Relationships. As always this was introduced by Mrs Harper, our PSHE Lead 
at the beginning of the half term, and children have been exploring the many aspects of this important topic in an age 
appropriate and relevant way. For instance, while Reception and Year 1 look at family life, making friends and being a good 
friend, Year 5 and 6 explore how to build self-esteem, identifying mental health worries and managing feelings (and sources 
of support) responsible online use and reducing screen time. Please do ask children at home about their learning in PSHE, 
as it can open up some important conversations, such as the safe use of technology. 
 
On Tuesday, Mrs Kendry held an assembly about playtimes for all children, in which she outlined our revamped approach. 
This involved the different zones in action on the field, the equipment children can use, how this is organised, and reminding 
of behaviour expectations and play time rules outside. For instance, understanding how to play chasing games on the field 
in a safe and gentle way. The new playground markings were also explained, including the various games that can be 
played using these. 
 
The consultation for the School Zone on Hendred Way has closed and there was a lot of feedback from local residents. 
This is resulting in some potential adaptations to the proposal. Once this is finalised I will share the design with you all, and 
let you know how this will affect drop off and pick up.   
 
Finally, we all wish the Year 6 children good luck as they carry out the SATs next week. We know children are well prepared 
and will go into the tests with confidence. 
 
I hope everyone has an enjoyable weekend ahead. 
 
 
Kind regards 

Kristen Fawcett   

 
Headteacher 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   School Dinners  
The cost of school dinners this term is £2.80 per day. Payment for school dinners can 

be made via ParentMail. Meal choices must be made at least 3 days in advance.                               

                                     

               

Homework Champions 

 

Archie              2LG   

Harrison          3CM 

Austin              3CM 

Josh                  3CM 

Florence           3CM 

Neev                  4TJ 

Bea                   4TJ 

Fred                  4TJ 

Alex                  4TJ 

 

Rosie              5SC 

Ella                5SC 

Leo                 5SC 

Steffan          5SC 

Avalyn          5LB 

Kitty              5LB 

Abbas            6EP 

Matilda        6JN 

Dylan            6JN 

Charlotte       6JN 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIr-Ts1-vaAhUGsxQKHee9BuQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://st-augustines-hythe.kent.sch.uk/kent/primary/staugustines/site/pages/schoolinformation/schooldinners&psig=AOvVaw2yWOScyqYLiu9sCr8yj_nF&ust=1525510561407106


  
    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
             
                      This poster and others can also be viewed on the link below: 
https://www.rushcommonschool.org/information-for-parents/other-useful-information-
2/online-safety-information/ 

https://www.rushcommonschool.org/information-for-parents/other-useful-information-2/online-safety-information/
https://www.rushcommonschool.org/information-for-parents/other-useful-information-2/online-safety-information/


  
    

 
 

 
 
Dates for your diary 2026 
 
 
KS2 SATs Week Week of the 11th May 
 
House Competition  Friday 15th May 
 
Whole School Picnic and Open Afternoon Friday 22nd May  
 
End of Term 3a Friday 22nd  May  
 
Inset Day (Children Not in School) Monday 1st June   
 
Start of Term 3b Tuesday 2nd June  
 
Class Photos Thursday 4th June  
 
Phonics Screening Week of the 8th June  
 
Year 3 Hill End Trip Friday 12th June 
 
FoRC Summer Fete Saturday 13th June 12.00pm – 2.00pm 
 
Year 2 Abingdon Museum Trip Tuesday 16th June (2LG) and Wednesday 17th June (2JB) 
 
Vision Screening (Reception Children Only) Thursday 18th June  
 
Reception and KS1 Sports Day Friday 19th June 9.00am – 12.00pm 
 
Reception and KS1 Back Up Sports Day Tuesday 23rd June 9.00am - 12.00pm 
 
Year 6 Call of the Wild Residential Monday 29th June – Friday 3rd July  
 
Reception Curriculum Assembly  Wednesday 1st July  at 2.15pm 
 
Move Up Morning Wednesday 8th July  
 
KS2 Sports Day Tilsley Park Friday 10th July 9.00am - 2.00pm 
 
Year 6 Performance Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th July 6.00pm 
 
KS2 Back Up Sports Day Tilsley Park Thursday 16th July 9.00am - 2.00pm 
 
Year 6 Leavers Party Thursday 16th July 4.30pm -6.30pm 
 
End of Term 3b Friday 17th July  at 1.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
Local Community News 
 
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not 
endorse or make recommendation         
 

 

 

 



  
    

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

   

 



  
    

 
 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

          

 

 

 

    

 

                 

 

      

    

    

         

 


