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                              Rush Common School Newsletter 
 

Friday 2nd February 2024 
 

Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
There is so much going on at Rush Common at the moment! Of course, children continue to make great strides in their learning in 
Reading, Writing, Maths and the other curriculum subjects, but our school offers so much more and the last fortnight typifies this. 
The rich and varied set of experiences and opportunities children have at our school is something to be very proud of, and this 
newsletter largely focuses on this. 
 
Last week all children took part in a sponsored walk, run or skip for our Oxtrail project. They absolutely loved taking part and the 
sponsorship money has flowed in. Our target to be part of the project was to raise £1000 for Sobell House Hospice, and we have 
already smashed this target! We will receive our mini ox at the end of this month, which we will decorate and return. It will be 
placed with it’s mini herd on the Oxtrail, and you will all find out where it is located in June.  We will get it back at Rush Common 
to keep at the beginning of September. Thank you everyone for supporting this project, and I hope you enjoy the Oxtrail! 
 
Year 6 and Year 4 have both performed to parents in their Curriculum Assemblies over the last two weeks. The enjoyment and 
deep learning really came across in both Assemblies, but what really stood out was children’s English skills. Not only the 
wonderfully crafted examples of writing, but the way the children delivered lines in their assembly. They were very confident, and 
presented information clearly and in a way that was engaging for the audience. Thank you to everyone who attended. 
 
On Wednesday, a large group of our KS2 children headed over to Radley College to take part in Orchestra Day with a wide range 
of other local schools. Children were split into workshops (based on the musical instrument they were playing), and then came 
together in the afternoon to perform in a mass ensemble to an audience who were totally ‘wowed’! I was lucky enough to attend  
the performance, and it was lovely to see our children engage in such an incredible opportunity! 
 
Forest School for the children in Year 1 was especially exciting this week, as they were using drills to create wooden decorations. 
We are fortunate to have a great Forest School area on our site and a really passionate Forest School lead in Mrs McLardie. The 
confidence and independence that is fostered in these sessions and the opportunities to take risks make Forest School so 
enjoyable and formative for children of this age. 
 
Year 1 and Year 3 received a visit this week from the Mental Health and Well-being co-ordinator from Abingdon School. They had 
important sessions focussed on ‘body boundaries’ in an age appropriate way. Year 6 also carried out their IMPS (Injury 
Minimisation Programme) training this week. This provided an opporuunity to gain important first aid skills which they will be able 
to carry forward in their lives. 
 
Our extra curricular clubs offer is in full swing, and the new (and very popular) Wildlife Club for children in Years 1 and 2 is being 
hugely enjoyed. This week the children made bird feeders, which fit very nicely with the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. One of our 
other new clubs, Chinese Club in Years 1 and 2, is also gaining momentum, and is a good opportunity for children to have a taste 
of Mandarin, before starting to learn it in Year 3. 
 
This morning we had our annual pantomime by M&M productions. The performances of Jack and the Beanstalk were a great 
opportunity for children to enjoy a professional production, and the children particularly enjoyed seeing their teachers being invited 
to a dance at the front! Thank you to FoRC for funding this memorable experience. 
 
Thank you to all the parents that attended our SEND coffee morning last week. We hope it was useful to explore important concepts 
regarding SEND and to talk to our SENCo, Mrs Drew.  
 
Finally, may I wish all of our families a safe and enjoyable weekend as we head into the final week of the half term. 
 
Kind regards 
 

Kristen Fawcett   

 
Headteacher 

       
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Please see link below to current job vacancies in Rush Common School and Abingdon 
Learning Trust 
 

Vacancies - Rush Common School - Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

 

 
             
 
 
 
 

                 

Homework Champions 

 

Teodor           5AS 

Raquel           5AS 

Emily             5AS 

Olivia            5AS 

Ollie               5SC 

Jennifer         5SC 

Neve               5SC 

Henry             5SC 

Florence         5SC 

Shoumyo        6JN 

Mabel             6JN 

Emily              6JN 

Sam                6EW 

Ethan              6EW 

Emily            2RS 

Newton         2RS 

Molly             2RS 

Freddie         2RS 

Isobel            4CM 

Freya            4CM 

James            4CM 

Sophie           4CM 

Jake              4LR 

Holly             4LR 

Rowe             4LR 

Sophia          4LR 

 

     

   School Dinners 
The cost of school dinners is £2.60 per 
day. Payment for school dinners can be 
made via ParentMail. Meal choices must 
be made at least 3 days in advance.                               
 

      

https://www.rushcommonschool.org/our-school/vacancies/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIr-Ts1-vaAhUGsxQKHee9BuQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://st-augustines-hythe.kent.sch.uk/kent/primary/staugustines/site/pages/schoolinformation/schooldinners&psig=AOvVaw2yWOScyqYLiu9sCr8yj_nF&ust=1525510561407106


  
    

 
 

 
 
Smart Phone Safety Tip for Young People:    

 

 



  
    

 
 

                            
Dates for your diary 2024 
 
4LR Cycling Training    Monday 5th February 
 
Safer Internet Day    Tuesday 6th February 
 
Books At Bedtime    Tuesday 6th February  
                                                                              Preschool and Reception 4.00pm – 4.40pm  
                                                                              Year 1 and Year 2 5.00pm -5.40pm 
 
FoRC Book Sale    Thursday 8th February 3.00pm 
 
4CM Cycling Training     Friday 9th February 
 
Inside Out Day     Friday 9th February 
 
End of Term 2a Friday 9th February  
 
Start of Term 2b Monday 19th February  
 
FoRC Non-School Uniform Day  Friday 23rd February (Date changed) 
 
Year 1 Crocodiles of the World Wednesday 28th February  
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
Year 3 Ashmolean Museum Trip Thursday 29th February  
 
Book Fair Week of the 4th March 
 
World Book Day Thursday 7th March 
 
Year 5 Curriculum Assembly                 Tuesday 12th March @ 9.00am 
 
FoRC Second Hand Uniform Sale  Tuesday 12th March 2.30pm – 3.30pm 
 
Red Nose Day     Friday 15th March 
 
Parents Evening    Tuesday 19th – Thursday 21st March 
 
Year 2 Curriculum Assembly                 Tuesday 26th  March @ 9.00am 
 
End of Term 2b Thursday 28th March  @ 1.30pm 
 
Start of Term 3a Monday 15th April  
 
Year 5 Residential Kingswood Wednesday 17th – Friday 19th April  
 
Year 2 Cotswold Wildlife Park Trip Tuesday 23rd April 
 
May Bank Holiday (children not in school) Monday 6th May  
 
Year 6 SATs Week of the 13th May 
 
Year 1 Curriculum Assembly                 Wednesday 22nd May @ 2.30pm 
 
End of Term 3a Friday 24th May  
 
Inset Day (Children Not in School) Monday 3rd June   
 
Start of Term 3b Tuesday 4th June  
 
Class Photos Thursday 6th June 
 
Year 3 Curriculum Assembly                 Tuesday 11th June @ 9.00am 
 
Year 2 Abingdon Museum Trip  Tuesday 18th June 2JM 
                                                                              Wednesday 19th June 2RS 
 
Reception Curriculum Assembly  Wednesday 19th June @ 2.15pm 
 
FoRC Summer Fete    Saturday 22nd June 
 
Year 6 Residential Call of the Wild Monday 24th – Friday 28th June  
 
Year 6 Performance Tuesday 16th July @ 6.00pm 
                                                                              Wednesday 17th July @ 6.00pm 
 
Year 6 Leavers Assembly Tuesday 23rd July @ 9.00am 
 
End of Term 3b Tuesday 23rd July  @1.30pm 
 

    
  
 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
Local Community News 
 
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not 
endorse or make recommendations 
 
 

Parent webinars | Oxford Health CAMHSOxford Health CAMHS 

 

                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/camhs/oxon/sir/webinars/


  
    

 
 

 

  
 

                                                                      



  
    

 
 

 

 

                   
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 



  
    

 
 

 

 

Good luck to Freya in Year 4 who is going to be playing Tomika in a production of School 
of Rock at the Amey theatre in half term. 
 

                                               
 
 

DIY Theatre co. would like to make their upcoming production of School of Rock as 
accessible as possible so they have created a special offer for local primary children – they 
hope to see you there! Performances are 16th-18th February at the Amey Theatre, Abingdon 
School , Abingdon OX14 1DE 

                   
 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
            

 
 

We warmly invite the families of your current Year 5 pupils, who are considering 
secondary education in September 2025 to our Open Morning on Saturday 2 March 

2024. 
 

Christ’s Hospital was established 470 years ago as a charitable boarding school and is 
proud to maintain its founding principles and ethos. 

It offers an independent boarding education of the strongest quality to children with 
academic potential, from all backgrounds in a caring and supportive environment. 

 
Our means-tested bursaries are granted to 650 of our 900 pupils; 11% of those receive a 

free place with 35% paying less than 10% of the full boarding fee. 
 

To book now sign up here > Book an open morning at Christ's Hospital 
 

With very best wishes 

Clare, Lucy, Fabia and Becca 
 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.christs-hospital.org.uk/admissions/book-an-open-morning/
https://www.christs-hospital.org.uk/admissions/book-an-open-morning/
https://www.christs-hospital.org.uk/admissions/book-an-open-morning/


  
    

 
 

                                
 

Free Trial Session and £40 discount at Perform 
Popular children's drama and dance school Perform is offering a Free Trial 

Session and a special introductory discount of £40 for members of Rush 

Common School if they sign up by Saturday 4th May. Parents should quote 

RUSH040524 when they book their free session by going to perform.org.uk/try 

or calling 020 7255 9120.  

You can find out more about the classes at perform.org.uk/try. Alternatively, pdf 

flyers can be downloaded from here.  

The nearest classes to Rush Common School are as follows (please click for a 

map and further details): 

Perform Abingdon (Drama for 4-7s) 
(0.5 miles) 
Saturdays at 9.30am 

The Northcourt Centre 
Northcourt Rd,  
OX14 1NS 

Perform Abingdon (Drama for 4-7s) 
(0.5 miles) 
Thursdays at 4pm 

The Northcourt Centre 
Northcourt Rd,  
OX14 1NS 

Perform Abingdon (Drama for 7-12s) 
(0.5 miles) 
Saturdays at 11.15am 

The Northcourt Centre 
Northcourt Rd,  
OX14 1NS 

Perform Abingdon (Drama for 7-12s) 
(0.5 miles) 
Thursdays at 5.05pm 

The Northcourt Centre 
Northcourt Rd,  
OX14 1NS 

Perform Oxford (Drama for 4-7s) 
(5 miles) 
Wednesdays at 4pm 

West Oxford Community Centre 
Botley Road,  
OX2 0BT 

There are others too. Click to find all the nearest here or view a list of all areas.  

 
 
 
  
 

https://www.perform.org.uk/portal/new-contact
https://www.perform.org.uk/freedramaclass?trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAzMTQ2JmRvY19pZD0zNzMmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUphbiAzMCAyMDI0ICAyOjQ1UE0~
http://www.perform.org.uk/userfiles/pdfs/Perform_Generic-A5-Flyer-2020.pdf
https://www.perform.org.uk/venue/view?v=2504&type=perform&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAzMTQ2JmRvY19pZD0zNzMmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUphbiAzMCAyMDI0ICAyOjQ1UE0~
https://www.perform.org.uk/venue/view?v=2504&type=perform&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAzMTQ2JmRvY19pZD0zNzMmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUphbiAzMCAyMDI0ICAyOjQ1UE0~
https://www.perform.org.uk/venue/view?v=2504&type=pplus&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAzMTQ2JmRvY19pZD0zNzMmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUphbiAzMCAyMDI0ICAyOjQ1UE0~
https://www.perform.org.uk/venue/view?v=2504&type=pplus&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAzMTQ2JmRvY19pZD0zNzMmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUphbiAzMCAyMDI0ICAyOjQ1UE0~
https://www.perform.org.uk/venue/view?v=1105&type=perform&trk=JnBzY19pZD0xMDAzMTQ2JmRvY19pZD0zNzMmbWVfaWQ9MCZ0ZXh0PUJvb2tiYWcgZGlnaXRhbCZkYXRlPUphbiAzMCAyMDI0ICAyOjQ1UE0~
http://www.perform.org.uk/venue?location=OX14%202AW
http://www.perform.org.uk/venue/areas


  
    

 
 

 
                                                                                             
                                                            
      
                                                                

                                                                                                                  


