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                              Rush Common School Newsletter 
 

Friday 23rd February 2024 
 

Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope everyone had a lovely half term holiday, with the weather on some days better than expected! This week the children 
have seemed like they haven’t been away, and leapt straight back into their learning across the curriculum. 
 
Congratultions must go to our Year 5 and 6 Girls Football Team, who won their locality football tournament on the 
Wednesday before half term. The team spirit, effort and talent shown by this group is exceptional and they are looking 
forward to the Oxfordshire Finals on Wednesday 28th February– we all wish them luck! 
 
We currently offer Bikeability cycling training in Year 5, and before half term we took advantage of an opportunity to 
introduce this training to Year 4 children. Children brought their bicycles to school and thoroughly enjoyed the Level 1 
training on the school playground. This should really help when they are out and about on their bikes and set them up for 
the more in-depth training in Year 5. 
 
During the week before half term,we got involved in Children’s Mental Health Week. There was an assembly for all children 
about how to maintain positive mental health and the week culminated in ‘Inside Out’ Day. Children came to school with an 
item of clothing inside out to remind us that how people appear on the outside may be different to how they are feeling on 
the inside. Thank you for supporting this day - we raised £165 to divide between the mental health charity ‘Place2be’ and 
ELSA resources for the school. Good mental health is vitally important for children and we hope the resources we sent out 
relating to ‘My Voice Matters’ have been useful for you all. 
 
Before half term we were pleased to send out our half yearly updates to parents of SEN children. We hope these have 
provided some insight into how your child is progressing ahead of the parents evenings in March. We are always looking 
at ways to communicate effectively with all parents about their children’s progress, and will update you with any changes. 
 
We are very proud of the way children develop a love of reading at our school, and in February and March  we seem to 
celebrate this most! Before half term we held our cosy Books at Bedtime event in the school hall, which was really well 
attended and enjoyed by all children including our Preschool. In the same week, FoRC held a Second Hand Book Sale, 
which made £260 for the school. We hope your children enjoy reading their new books. Coming up, we have the Book Fair 
during week beginning 4th March, World Book Day on Thursday 7th March, and then an inspirational author visit by 
Christopher Edge at the end of March. Thank you to Mrs Neal, our Reading Lead, and for your support with all these events. 
 
As I have previously written, we received overwhelming support for our involvement in the Oxtrail project. Due to the size 
of our school, we were given a target of raising £1000 for Sobell House Hospice, to be able to participate. Our sponsored 
walk/run/skip raised a magnificent total of £4223! I have included some information from the Sobell House Hospice website 
below that shows the work they do – thank you for supporting such a worthy cause. 
 
We offer specialist palliative care to those facing life threatening illness, death and bereavement in Oxfordshire. This 
encompasses physical, psychological, social and spiritual care and includes supporting their families and those close to 
them. We care for around 3,000 patients and their families every year. 
 
One of FoRC’s upcoming events is Emergency First Aid training for adults. Therefore, it is a timely reminder that we have 
a defibrillator on site located by the front office. This is Important information to know should it be required in an emergency. 
 
Finally, may I wish everyone a belated Happy Chinese New Year, and hope that the Year of the Dragon is happy and 
healthy for you all. 
 
Kind regards 

 

Kristen Fawcett   

 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 

     
 
 

 
 
 

The Book Fair will be open: 
Monday 4th March 2024 – 3.00-3.30pm 

Tuesday 5th March 2024 – 3.00-3.30pm 

Wednesday 6th March 2024 – 8.00-8.30am 

Thursday 7th March 2024 – 8.00-8.30am 
and 3.00-3.30pm 

Friday 8th March 2024 - 8.00-8.30am and 
3.00-3.30pm 
 

Books at Bedtime 
On Tuesday 6th February 2024, it was lovely to welcome children from the Preschool, Reception and KS1 
back to school for Books at Bedtime. Everyone looked very cosy in their pyjamas and enjoyed reading 
stories with their adults and teddies. Thank you to everyone who was able to attend this event and helped 
to encourage an enjoyment of reading. 

       

 

 

Injury Minimisation Programme 
On 29th and 31st January, Year 6 took part in the Injury Minimisation Programme for Schools. They learnt 
about how to keep themselves safe when out and about and what to do in the event of an emergency. 
The children learnt how to do CPR and where they may find an AED (automated external defibrillator). 
We are very lucky to have an AED in school and the children were shown where this is kept. 
 

       

 

 

 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                                  
 
 
 
 Please see link below to current job vacancies in Rush Common School and Abingdon 
Learning Trust 
 

Vacancies - Rush Common School - Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

 

  

                 

Homework Champions 

 

Josh              5SC 

Alfie             5SC 

Emily           6JN 

Callum        6JN 

 

Rosie            3LG 

Violet    3LG 

Theo             3LG 

Stanley         3LG 

Nathan         4CM 

Freya            4CM 

     

   School Dinners 
The cost of school dinners is £2.60 per 
day. Payment for school dinners can be 
made via ParentMail. Meal choices must 
be made at least 3 days in advance.                               
 

      

https://www.rushcommonschool.org/our-school/vacancies/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIr-Ts1-vaAhUGsxQKHee9BuQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://st-augustines-hythe.kent.sch.uk/kent/primary/staugustines/site/pages/schoolinformation/schooldinners&psig=AOvVaw2yWOScyqYLiu9sCr8yj_nF&ust=1525510561407106


  
    

 
 

 

 

 

                      
 

     
Dates for your diary 2024 
 
Year 1 Crocodiles of the World Wednesday 28th February  
 
Year 3 Ashmolean Museum Trip Thursday 29th February  
 
Book Fair Week of the 4th March 
 
World Book Day Thursday 7th March 
 
Year 5 Curriculum Assembly                 Tuesday 12th March @ 9.00am 
 
FoRC Second Hand Uniform Sale  Tuesday 12th March 2.30pm – 3.30pm 
 
FoRC Reception Party    Wednesday 13th March 4.00pm – 5.15pm 
 
FoRC School Disco    Friday 15th March 
                                                                              Year 1 & 2 4.00pm – 5.15pm 
      Year 3 & 4 5.30pm – 6.45pm 
      Year 5 & 6 7.00pm – 8.15pm 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
Red Nose Day     Friday 15th March 
 
Parents Evening    Tuesday 19th – Thursday 21st March 
 
KS2 Author Visit – Christopher Edge  Wednesday 20th March 
 
Year 3 Big Sing – Radley College  Monday 25th March 
 
Year 2 Curriculum Assembly                 Tuesday 26th  March @ 9.00am 
 
End of Term 2b Thursday 28th March  @ 1.30pm 
 
Start of Term 3a Monday 15th April  
 
Year 5 Residential Kingswood Wednesday 17th – Friday 19th April  
 
Year 2 Cotswold Wildlife Park Trip Tuesday 23rd April 
 
May Bank Holiday (children not in school) Monday 6th May  
 
Year 6 SATs Week of the 13th May 
 
Year 1 Curriculum Assembly                 Wednesday 22nd May @ 2.30pm 
 
End of Term 3a Friday 24th May  
 
Inset Day (Children Not in School) Monday 3rd June   
 
Start of Term 3b Tuesday 4th June  
 
Class Photos Thursday 6th June 
 
Year 3 Curriculum Assembly                 Tuesday 11th June @ 9.00am 
 
Year 2 Abingdon Museum Trip  Tuesday 18th June 2JM 
                                                                              Wednesday 19th June 2RS 
 
Reception Curriculum Assembly  Wednesday 19th June @ 2.15pm 
 
FoRC Summer Fete    Saturday 22nd June 
 
Year 6 Residential Call of the Wild Monday 24th – Friday 28th June  
 
Year 6 Performance Tuesday 16th July @ 6.00pm 
                                                                              Wednesday 17th July @ 6.00pm 
 
Year 6 Leavers Assembly Tuesday 23rd July @ 9.00am 
 
End of Term 3b Tuesday 23rd July  @1.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 

                          
 
 
 

         
 



  
    

 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
Local Community News 
 
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not 
endorse or make recommendation 

 

  
 

                                                                                               
 



  
    

 
 

 

         

  
 

 

                                       



  
    

 
 

            

 
 
                            

 
 

             

Clare Balding is coming to Mostly Books! 
 
Author and broadcaster Clare Balding will be doing an in-shop signing for her new book, 
Animal All-Stars, after school on Tuesday 12th March (starting at 4pm).  
 
The book is a hilarious and fact-packed new non-fiction title, as contestants from across 
the animal kingdom take part in the ultimate animal sports day! 
 
We’re sorry that Clare isn’t able to visit all of our local schools but we’d love you to share 
this event information with your children and their parents and carers so that they have a 
chance to meet her if they’d like. 
 
Tickets cost £10 and include a copy of Animal All-Stars, which Clare will be able to sign. 
 
Tickets can be purchased using this link: https://bit.ly/clarebaldingmb  

 

https://mostly-books.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ea0965d98becce736332dbf56&id=72d34e27e3&e=29572c2c8b

