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                              Rush Common School Newsletter 
 

Friday 22nd May 2026 
 

 

Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I must start this newsletter by thanking everyone for their commitment and support for our Walk to School Week. Alongside 
the many children who walk or cycle to school on a daily basis, I know there are a number of families who have swapped 
the car for walking and cycling. In addition, those who have to travel by car due to distance, have been increasingly using 
the Park and Stride across the week. Today there were 30 cars parked in the car park, while families were taking the short 
walk into school. The impact of all of this is hugely reduced traffic along Hendred Way, safer roads as families arrive at 
school and children enjoying the benefits of a little exercise before school. The percentage of children walking, cycling or 
using the Park and Stride increased to 88% by the end of the week, which is a great achievement. Please can I ask parents 
to try and stick to the changes made this week for the rest of the year (and beyond) to help everyone in our school community 
enjoy safe active travel to and from school. The Park and Stride can be used every day of the school year at drop off and 
pick up. 
 
Last week Year 6 pupils carried out their SATS tests, and all of the children should be immensely proud of how they 
approached the week. They went into all the tests with confidence and determination, and we know they will have achieved 
their best. Congratulations to them all! Year 6 also really enjoyed the first aid training this week through the IMPS programme 
and their classrooms are now awash with colour on PE days as children are allowed to wear their leavers hoodies. Year 6 
have many exciting events coming up, including the Call of Wild residential, Year 6 Production and Leavers Party to ensure 
a fantastic end to their Rush Common journey. 
 
On Friday of last week we held our House Competition Day and it was a huge success. Children took part in exercises with 
Phoebe Gibbons, who plays wheelchair rugby for Great Britain, and they enjoyed a range of different competitive events in 
their house groups. Points were awarded for winning the different activities, and the overall winning house was Falcons. 
There was also time during the morning, for Phoebe Gibbons to tell the children her inspirational personal story. The children 
listened incredibly well, and it was a poignant reminder of what can be achieved despite adversity if you really put your mind 
to it. 
 
This week our Y5/6 children competed in the Abingdon Schools Orange Tennis competition. As usual, the competition was 
fierce and our children approached every match with impeccable attitude and effort. Overall our two teams finished 6th and 
7th out of 16 teams. They should be very proud of how well they competed and we know all the children thoroughly enjoyed 
this opportunity. 
 
We are proud of the wide range of authors we arrange to visit the school, and this week we had Laura Ellen Anderson 
provide a talk and book signing for children in Years 2 and 3. The children were spellbound by the presentation, which also 
included a live illustration which will be framed in our school library. It was really inspiring to have a visit from such a 
successful author and we hope children treasure their signed copies of her book. 
 
Today we held our Whole School Picnic, and it is such a lovely way to end the half term (especially with the sunny weather!). 
We hope parents enjoyed the experience, and found it a great opportunity to visit children in classrooms and see some of 
the workbooks and other outcomes. A huge thank you to everyone who attended and created such a special atmosphere 
on the school field. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish all of our families an enjoyable and safe half term holiday in the sun! 
   
 
Kind regards 

 

Kristen Fawcett   

 
Headteacher 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
          

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   School Dinners  
The cost of school dinners this term is £2.80 per day. Payment for school dinners can 

be made via ParentMail. Meal choices must be made at least 3 days in advance.                               

                                     

               

Homework Champions 

 

Amella         3CM 

Juliet           3CM 

Isabelle  3HC 

Josie    3HC 

Teddy  3HC 

George   3HC 

 

Ava              4TJ 

Leo               4TJ 

Darcy           4TJ 

Freddie        4TJ              

Robyn          4TJ 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIr-Ts1-vaAhUGsxQKHee9BuQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://st-augustines-hythe.kent.sch.uk/kent/primary/staugustines/site/pages/schoolinformation/schooldinners&psig=AOvVaw2yWOScyqYLiu9sCr8yj_nF&ust=1525510561407106


  
    

 
 

 
 

 
             
                      This poster and others can also be viewed on the link below: 
https://www.rushcommonschool.org/information-for-parents/other-useful-information-
2/online-safety-information/ 

https://www.rushcommonschool.org/information-for-parents/other-useful-information-2/online-safety-information/
https://www.rushcommonschool.org/information-for-parents/other-useful-information-2/online-safety-information/


  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary 2026 
 
 
Inset Day (Children Not in School) Monday 1st June   
 
Start of Term 3b Tuesday 2nd June  
 
Class Photos Thursday 4th June  
 
FoRC Non School Uniform Day Friday 5th June 
 
Phonics Screening Week of the 8th June  
 
FoRC Second Hand Uniform Sale Tuesday 9th June 3.00pm 
 
Year 3 Hill End Trip Friday 12th June 
 
FoRC Summer Fete Saturday 13th June 12.00pm – 2.00pm 
 
Year 2 Abingdon Museum Trip Tuesday 16th June (2LG) and Wednesday 17th June (2JB) 
 
Vision Screening (Reception Children Only) Thursday 18th June  
 
Reception and KS1 Sports Day Friday 19th June 9.00am – 12.00pm 
 
Reception and KS1 Back Up Sports Day Tuesday 23rd June 9.00am - 12.00pm 
 
Year 6 Call of the Wild Residential Monday 29th June – Friday 3rd July  
 
Reception Curriculum Assembly  Wednesday 1st July  at 2.15pm 
 
Move Up Morning Wednesday 8th July  
 
KS2 Sports Day Tilsley Park Friday 10th July 9.00am - 2.00pm 
 
Year 6 Performance Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th July 6.00pm 
 
KS2 Back Up Sports Day Tilsley Park Thursday 16th July 9.00am - 2.00pm 
 
Year 6 Leavers Party Thursday 16th July 4.30pm -6.30pm 
 
End of Term 3b Friday 17th July  at 1.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
Local Community News 
 
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not 
endorse or make recommendation         
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

          



  
    

 
 

 

 

 

    

 

                 



  
    

 
 

 

        

    

    

         



  
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  


