Rush Common School Newsletter

Friday 22" May 2026

Dreauny;, Aspire; Succeed

Dear Parents/Carers

| must start this newsletter by thanking everyone for their commitment and support for our Walk to School Week. Alongside
the many children who walk or cycle to school on a daily basis, | know there are a number of families who have swapped
the car for walking and cycling. In addition, those who have to travel by car due to distance, have been increasingly using
the Park and Stride across the week. Today there were 30 cars parked in the car park, while families were taking the short
walk into school. The impact of all of this is hugely reduced traffic along Hendred Way, safer roads as families arrive at
school and children enjoying the benefits of a little exercise before school. The percentage of children walking, cycling or
using the Park and Stride increased to 88% by the end of the week, which is a great achievement. Please can | ask parents
to try and stick to the changes made this week for the rest of the year (and beyond) to help everyone in our school community
enjoy safe active travel to and from school. The Park and Stride can be used every day of the school year at drop off and
pick up.

Last week Year 6 pupils carried out their SATS tests, and all of the children should be immensely proud of how they
approached the week. They went into all the tests with confidence and determination, and we know they will have achieved
their best. Congratulations to them all! Year 6 also really enjoyed the first aid training this week through the IMPS programme
and their classrooms are now awash with colour on PE days as children are allowed to wear their leavers hoodies. Year 6
have many exciting events coming up, including the Call of Wild residential, Year 6 Production and Leavers Party to ensure
a fantastic end to their Rush Common journey.

On Friday of last week we held our House Competition Day and it was a huge success. Children took part in exercises with
Phoebe Gibbons, who plays wheelchair rugby for Great Britain, and they enjoyed a range of different competitive events in
their house groups. Points were awarded for winning the different activities, and the overall winning house was Falcons.
There was also time during the morning, for Phoebe Gibbons to tell the children her inspirational personal story. The children
listened incredibly well, and it was a poignant reminder of what can be achieved despite adversity if you really put your mind
to it.

This week our Y5/6 children competed in the Abingdon Schools Orange Tennis competition. As usual, the competition was
fierce and our children approached every match with impeccable attitude and effort. Overall our two teams finished 6" and
7t out of 16 teams. They should be very proud of how well they competed and we know all the children thoroughly enjoyed
this opportunity.

We are proud of the wide range of authors we arrange to visit the school, and this week we had Laura Ellen Anderson
provide a talk and book signing for children in Years 2 and 3. The children were spellbound by the presentation, which also
included a live illustration which will be framed in our school library. It was really inspiring to have a visit from such a
successful author and we hope children treasure their signed copies of her book.

Today we held our Whole School Picnic, and it is such a lovely way to end the half term (especially with the sunny weather!).
We hope parents enjoyed the experience, and found it a great opportunity to visit children in classrooms and see some of
the workbooks and other outcomes. A huge thank you to everyone who attended and created such a special atmosphere
on the school field.

Finally, | would like to wish all of our families an enjoyable and safe half term holiday in the sun!

Kind regards

Kristesw Fowcelt

Headteacher
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School Dinners
The cost of school dinners this term is £2.80 per day. Payment for school dinners can

be made via ParentMail. Meal choices must be made at least 3 days in advance.
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This poster and others can also be viewed on the link below:
https:/lwww.rushcommonschool.org/information-for-parents/other-useful-information-
2/online-safety-information/
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Dates for your diary 2026

Inset Day (Children Not in School) Monday 15t June

Start of Term 3b Tuesday 2" June

Class Photos Thursday 4" June

FoRC Non School Uniform Day Friday 5" June

Phonics Screening Week of the 8™ June

FoRC Second Hand Uniform Sale Tuesday 9" June 3.00pm

Year 3 Hill End Trip Friday 12" June

FoRC Summer Fete Saturday 13" June 12.00pm — 2.00pm

Year 2 Abingdon Museum Trip Tuesday 16" June (2LG) and Wednesday 17" June (2JB)

Vision Screening (Reception Children Only) Thursday 18" June

Reception and KS1 Sports Day Friday 19*" June 9.00am — 12.00pm
Reception and KS1 Back Up Sports Day Tuesday 23 June 9.00am - 12.00pm

Year 6 Call of the Wild Residential Monday 29" June - Friday 3™ July
Reception Curriculum Assembly Wednesday 15t July at 2.15pm

Move Up Morning Wednesday 8'" July

KS2 Sports Day Tilsley Park Friday 10*" July 9.00am - 2.00pm

Year 6 Performance Monday 13" and Tuesday 14" July 6.00pm
KS2 Back Up Sports Day Tilsley Park Thursday 16" July 9.00am - 2.00pm

Year 6 Leavers Party Thursday 16" July 4.30pm -6.30pm

End of Term 3b Friday 17" July at 1.30pm




Local Community News

Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not
endorse or make recommendation

May half-term holiday camp at our school

The World Cup is coming — and this May half-term, Holiday HQ brings that
excitement to life with a high-energy, multi-activity holiday club &t cur school.
It's not about standing in lines or repetitive drills. Instead, children take partin a
four-day celebration filled with creative challenges, fast-paced games, teamwork
and play —all inspired by one of the biggest sporting events in the world

This May half-term, Holiday HQ returns to our scheol, delivered by Junior
Adventures Group (JAG).

= Tuesday 26 - Friday 29 May

¢ Check out What's On!
[ ister/ Now!

Holiday HQ: World Cup Challenge

During the helidays, children will:

& Create team names, flags and anthems to kick off the week

4. Take part in striker, defender and goalkeeper skill challenges

& Design and build their own World Cup trophy

@ Compete in quizzes, team missions and problem-solving games
% Design football shirts, bottles and flipbooks to take home

= Play matches, footgolf and high-energy team games

# Finish the week with finals day, celebrations and awards

Every day combines t, ivity and with activities tailored
so younger children feel supported while older children enjoy greater
independence, challenge and leadership.

Children come home happily tired, proud of what they've achieved — often
already asking about the next day.

What this means for families

V Safe, structured days delivered by experienced, DBS-checked staff
v Ofsted-registered holiday childcare you can trust

+ A convenient, familiar school setting

+ Full and half-day options — book only the days you need

v 48-hour cancellation policy if plans change

 Tax-Free Childcare accepted

For parents, it means dependable holiday cover and a calmer, more organised
half-term —without disrupting work or existing routines.

Book early and save

& Early bird discount - Save 10%

Book by Sunday May 10 using code JOININIO at checkout

{1 Sibling discount - Save 10%
Automatically applied when booking more than one child

“= Multi-day booking discount - Save 4%
Applied when booking four days or more within the same week
All eligible discounts are combined automatically at checkout

Parents can view session times, prices and availability online.
¢ Find our school club

Active days for them. An easier week for you.
& Have any questions?

R, 03335771533

@ hello@junioradventuresgroup.couk
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Wildlife Trust

Environmental Education Centre

A journey of learning and discovery

Big Family Day Out
Saturday 10 August; 10am-4pm
An amazing day out for all the family on the summer nature reserve, with
activities particularly suited to primary and preschool aged children.
£8 per child aged 18 months - 16 years
£2 per adult (aged 16 plus)
BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Family Event: Summer Nature Trail
Tuesday 28 July and Thursday 30 July; 10am-2pm
A fun family nature trail around the reserve, with a craft to take home and live
storytelling. Suitable for 4-11 years.
£8 per child; BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Toddler Event: Teddy Bears’ Picnic
19, 20, 21, 22 August; 9:30am-11:30am
Bring your toddler and their teddy for a summer adventurs in the woods and
meadows. Suitable for 18 months to 4 years.
£10 per child; BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Day Camp
Wednesday 26 August; 9:30am-3pm
A day camp for unaccompanied 8-12 year olds, packed with wildlife themed
outdoor fun —visit the website to find out more.
£37 per child; BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Plus monthly Saturday wildlife clubs — Nature Tots {18 months to 4 years with an adult);
MNature Explorers (4-7 years with an adult); Young Rangers (8-11 years unaccompanied); Teen
Rangers (11-17 years unaccom panied). Visit the website for upcoming dates and booking.

x £

Visit our website to book or for more info:
ChEsto bbowt.org.uk/events
01235 862024 or sceec@bbowt.org.uk

@rsH
bbowt.org.uk More nature everywhere
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SUMMER HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS

STAGECOACH ABINGDON, BOTLEY,
DIDCOT, WALLINGFORD & WANTAGE

ACTING an FILM (9-18 yrs old) with Black Ek Productions
Abingdon: 20-24 July, Abingdon school

FILM & @USICALS FUN

Abingdon: 20-24 July, Abingdon school (4-9 yrs old)
Wallingford: 10-14 Aug, Wallingford School (4-12 yrs old)

'SHOW IN A WEEK'(a-18 yrs old)

Didcot: 27-31July, Aureus School
Abingdon: 3-7 Aug, Amey Theatre, Abingdon School

@ stagecoach.co.uk/abingdon @ 01235 390 810 / 07305 439 825
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Fresh air, freedom and adventure!

Ready for a school holiday
full of excitement?

Active Adventures at Youlbury is the
ultimate outdoor adventure ciub for
chikiren aged 8-16. Packed with thriling
challenges, nature connection activities,
and epl team games, each day offers a
new adventure to inspire a love for the
great outdoors!

www.scoutadventures. vents

THE | OXFORD ¢ CAMBRIDGE
SINGING SCHOOL

The Singing School was established in 2013 to provide
children with the opportunity to sing great classical

music with world class coaches in a relaxed and fun
environment and to develop their confidence and
ability in singing and performing.

‘This summer at Somerville College, we will be learning some
beautiful seasonal music, and, as always on our courses, we will be
giving sessions on vocal ledmi%ue, music theory, music appreciation
and history.

To join our mailing list and for more information on our courses, please
see www.oxbridgesingingschool.com or email oxbridgess@gmail.com

21 -23 July 2026
also 21 & 22 December 2026
Courses for those aged 7-13 who love to sing

www.oxbridgesingingschool.com

Give your child an unforgettable school holiday
filled with fresh air, freedom and adventure!

1 tumin Jiand n nural Onfordshine

What's on offer: When is it:

o High-engrgy advantures such as o Funning tvoughost Fetrusy,
archery, 2igining, and clmbing Easter. May, Summer and Octobier

o Fun mambuidng games and school holldarys (09 wabsite for

protiem-0Mng chalenges da%s)

o Survivial s such as sheltor o 8.30am - 5.30pm daly (activities
Duidng, tactwonds coalking and 1 am -5pm)
firaignting o Partcipentscan attend ndviduy

+ Comectwith the neturs word
with mind il actaites outdoors
ats and cafts wildih spating
and nature walls

days or 119 antre Wk

Pricing:
£35 par day. perchild Sive 108 on a
5-day blockand each addonal child.

Book now and join the adventure!l
www.scoutadventures events

B3 activeadventuresBscoutadventures orguk
Q Soout Adventures Youlbury,
Boars Hil. Oxford 0X1 5HD
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MAY HALF TERM
AT
WHITE HORSE
LEISURE & TENNIS
CENTRE

BANK HOLIDAY HOURS | ¢yeryday Monday- Friday
Monday 25th May during our 9-10am swim
7am-6:30pm sessions.

Opento all Tennis Camps

We will be running camps suitable for children aged 6-11 years, that
are either New to tennis orthose looking to improve on their skills.

Tues 26th, Weds 27th & Thurs 28th May 9:00-15:30
£47.25 per day

Children will be supervised over the lunch hour. A packed lunch &
snacks must be provided.

To book, please visit our website or BETTER UK app.

For further information please contact our Tennis Manager Sue-
sue.auger@gllorg

A fun swim session with toys, aimed at building
water confidence in children under 8 years of age.

Tues 13:00-14:00
Weds 11:00-12:00
Thurs 13:00-14:00 & 14:00-15:00

During the half termwe will also be running an
extra session on Tues 26th 14:00-15:00

Aqua Splash
Ourinflatable session is suitable for both adults

Altchildren must be
& children aged 5 years+ stpervisad inthe
Mon 25th & Wed 27th May water by a competent
12:00-13:00 & 13:10-14:10 adult swvimmer aged
" & 16 years+
Children under 8 years must be supervised by a
competent adult swimmier. Max 2 children aged
Buoyancyjackets will be supplied and must be under 8 years per 1
wom. competentadult
swimmer.

#i OXFORDSHIRE ‘
COUNTY COUNCIL E

DONNTEAOURIBIK

Help us get young people cycling!

Introducing the new Bike Library at
Fitzharrys Secondary School!

A ire, Oxforc

access to one, and plan to offer bikes for
younger children too.

Fitzharrys ’“) Active
School \? Guior

Oxfordshire Fire &Rescue
zés'.}'my Abingdon Fire Station,

i Ock Street, Abil
100m - 12pm- | 728 gk,
T0 DONATE

+ Come along with the bike(s) to Abingdon Fire Station,

Ock Street, Abingdon, OX14 5DH between
10:00am - 12:00pm.

* Members of Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service
will be on hand to receive your donation -
it's as simple as that!

We reserve the right to decline bikes that aren’t
economically viable to fix.

Do not leave bikes outside
the 10:00am~-12:00pm slot.

We're looking for:
. 24"

* 26"

* 27.5"
bikes for teenagers up
to young adults

bike or no longer need it.

YOUR BIKE COULD MAKE
A BIG DIFFERENCE TO A

LOCAL YOUNG PERSON.




