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                              Rush Common School Newsletter 
 

Friday 22nd March 2024 
 

Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I would like to start this newsletter by congratulating Cody in Year 4 and Isla in Year 5, who took part in the Cross Country 
Oxfordshire finals this week. Cody finished 3rd and Isla finished 8th out of 70 runners in each race! This is a phenomenal 
achievement and we are all very proud of how well they performed. 
 
Sticking with the sporting theme, I would also like to congratulate our Y5/6 Netball Team and Y5/6 Girls and Boys Football 
Teams. Our netballers competed fantastically in a locality tournament last Monday, whilst our Girls and Boys Football 
Teams beat Carswell School 4 – 0 and 3 – 1 respectively in their league matches. We have such a thriving, inclusive sports 
culture at our school, and our children really love competing for their school. 
 
This week we held our Parent Evenings, and I would like to thank all the parents for their attendance at these important 
meetings. Hopefully it has been a good opportunity to understand more about your child/chren’s learning, see some of the 
work they are producing, their next steps and how you can support further at home. 
 
Last week we held our Science Fair and the breadth and quality of projects somehow managed to top last year. The children 
clearly worked so hard on their projects at home and were rightly proud to have them displayed in the hall for all to see. 
Every child was able to explore all of the Science on offer, and were clearly inspired by what other pupils had produced. It 
was also lovely to see so many parents visit the Science Fair after school – thank you for supporting this brilliant event! 
 
We continue to provide an ever widening breadth of enrichment activities to enhance children’s personal development. 
Over the last two weeks, Preschool had a really exciting and informative visit by the Fire Brigade, Year 5 children visited a 
Planetarium at Abingdon School, the whole of Key Stage 2 enjoyed an author visit from Christopher Edge, and we had a 
whole School Assembly to further understand the Easter story. 
 
Last week we held our Year 5 Curriculum Assembly. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the assembly, but heard that the 
children really did themselves proud. They shared information confidently and articulately and enjoyed presenting their 
learning to parents. Thank you to everyone who attended this assembly. 
 
Last week we held our Reception Party and FoRC Discos, which were really enjoyed by the children. A huge thank you to 
Rebecca Strugnell, the Chair of FoRC and all the volunteers who helped on the evening. As well as providing an opportunity 
for everyone to perfect their dance moves, the event always raises a good amount of money for the school – I will let you 
know the total in the next newsletter.Thank you for supporting this event. 
 
Thank you for supporting our recent Book Fair. It was one of the most well attended in recent times and this has shown in 
the total amount raised – a whopping £1,359! This means the school has made £747 to spend on books. We hope the 
newly purchased books have been really enjoyed by your children to further enhance their love of reading. 
 
Last Friday was Red Nose Day, and the children really enjoyed coming to school in something that makes them feel happy. 
The total amount raised was £244. Thank you for supporting such a worthwhile cause. 
 
On Saturday16th March, a number of Preschool parents and staff came together to transform the Preschool garden. It was 
a spectacular change for just one day’s time and effort, and the children have loved using it this week! A huge thank you to 
Cassie Ambrosini for organising the event, and the Preschool staff and parents that worked together on this. Please go to 
our facebook page to see some pictures! 
 
Finally, may I wish all of our families a safe and enjoyable weekend, ahead of our final week this term.  
 
Kind regards 

 

Kristen Fawcett   
Headteacher 



  
    

 
 

 

 
 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   School Dinners 
The cost of school dinners is £2.60 per 
day. Payment for school dinners can be 
made via ParentMail. Meal choices must 
be made at least 3 days in advance.                               
 

      

Digital Health and Wellbeing Webinar 
 
Wednesday 27th March 
8:00pm - 9:00pm 
 
As part of our work with Abingdon School Primary 
Partnerships, we are pleased to offer a webinar 
about Digital Health and Wellbeing. Please follow 
this link to sign up: 
https://forms.gle/MBToiJ5qpJ6m2tKp6  
 
A Zoom link will be emailed to you closer to the 
webinar date. 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the school 
and your child. 

 

Cross Country 
Amazing performance at the Oxfordshire 
Schools Cross Country Finals which was 
held at Radley College on Wednesday 
20th March. 

 

 
 

 

 

KS2 Author Visit 
On 20th March, KS2 enjoyed a visit by the author Christopher Edge where he talked 
about his new book, "Black Hole Cinema Club". The children were taken on an 
adventure through film genres and given challenges to solve together before 
discovering the important code words linked to his exciting new book. Copies of 
"Black Hole Cinema Club" will be available to borrow from the school library after the 
Easter holiday. 
 

     

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIr-Ts1-vaAhUGsxQKHee9BuQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://st-augustines-hythe.kent.sch.uk/kent/primary/staugustines/site/pages/schoolinformation/schooldinners&psig=AOvVaw2yWOScyqYLiu9sCr8yj_nF&ust=1525510561407106
https://forms.gle/MBToiJ5qpJ6m2tKp6


  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Please see link below to current job vacancies in Rush Common School and Abingdon 
Learning Trust 
 

Vacancies - Rush Common School - Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

 

 

 
 

  

                 

Homework Champions 

 

Dylan           5AS 

Huniya        5AS 

Robyn          5AS 

Alice            5AS 

Sienna        6JN 

Amber         6JN 

Leela           6JN 

Teddy          6JN 

 Molly             2RS 

Newton          2RS 

Eddie            2JM 

Robyn           2JM 

Darci            4CM 

Noah            4CM 

Adam           4CM 

Hrim            4LR 

James           4LR 

 

https://www.rushcommonschool.org/our-school/vacancies/


  
    

 
 

 

 

 
                                         

 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
Dates for your diary 2024 
Year 3 Big Sing – Radley College  Monday 25th March 
 
Year 5 Residential Q&A   Monday 25th March time????? 
 
Year 2 Curriculum Assembly                 Tuesday 26th  March @ 9.00am 
 
Dental Checks for 5 Year Olds (only)  Wednesday 27th March  
 
End of Term 2b Thursday 28th March  @ 1.30pm 
 
Start of Term 3a Monday 15th April  
 
Year 5 Residential Kingswood Wednesday 17th – Friday 19th April  
 
Year 2 Cotswold Wildlife Park Trip Tuesday 23rd April 
 
Reception Farmer Gows Trip Wednesday 1st May 
 
May Bank Holiday (children not in school) Monday 6th May  
 
Year 6 SATs Week of the 13th May 
 
Year 1 Curriculum Assembly                 Wednesday 22nd May @ 2.30pm 
 
End of Term 3a Friday 24th May  
 
Inset Day (Children Not in School) Monday 3rd June   
 
Start of Term 3b Tuesday 4th June  
 
Class Photos Thursday 6th June 
 
Year 3 Curriculum Assembly                 Tuesday 11th June @ 9.00am 
 
Year 2 Abingdon Museum Trip  Tuesday 18th June 2JM 
                                                                              Wednesday 19th June 2RS 
 
Reception Curriculum Assembly  Wednesday 19th June @ 2.15pm 
 
FoRC Summer Fete    Saturday 22nd June 
 
Year 6 Residential Call of the Wild Monday 24th – Friday 28th June  
 
Move Up Day Wednesday  
 
KS2 Sports Day (Tilsley Park)                           Tuesday 9th July 9.00am – 2.00pm 
 
Vision Screening (Reception Only) Tuesday 9th July  
 
Reception and KS1 Sports Day                         Friday 12th July 9.30am – 11.30am (gates open 9.15am – 

School Field) 
 
Year 6 Performance Tuesday 16th July @ 6.00pm 
                                                                              Wednesday 17th July @ 6.00pm 
 
Reception and KS1 Back Up Sports Day          Wednesday 17th July 
 
KS2 Back Up Sports Day (Tisley Park) Thursday 18th July 
 
Year 6 Leavers Assembly Tuesday 23rd July @ 9.00am 
 
End of Term 3b Tuesday 23rd July  @1.30pm 
 



  
    

 
 

 

Local Community News 
 
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not 
endorse or make recommendation 

 

                
 

 Easter holiday events at Abingdon library 

Crafts available every day during the holiday. 
 
Wednesday 03 April           11.30 – 12.30           
Author Evelyn Crosskey and illustrator Imogen Ives reading from their magical new book “The Guardians of 
the Wittenham Clumps” 
Signes books available to buy. 
Suitable for children aged 8+ with a grown up. 
Book a free place at the library or by calling 01235 520374 or by email to 
Abingdon.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
Thursday 04 April               11.30 – 12.30          and 
Tuesday 09 April                1.00 – 2.00 
Handwriting Zoo workshop with Explore Learning 
Suitable for children aged 4 – 7 with a grown up 
Booking your free place is essential by calling 01865 595509 
 
Friday 12 April                   10.30 – 11.30 
Interactive storywriting – use Twine to create your own fun adventure on our computers 
Suitable for children aged 9 - 11 with a grown up. 
Book a free place at the library or by calling 01235 520374 or by email to 
Abingdon.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
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Dorchester Festival 3rd-12th May 
www.dorchesterfestival.com 
64 events over 10 days in and around Dorchester Abbey to raise money for the Abbey and Restore, 
a local mental health charity.  Everything from Nick Cope to a big hands-on science afternoon, art 
and lego workshops and a duck race and scarecrow trail, Little City and kids classical music and kids 
opera.  Lots of massive grown up events too, and all with endless supplies of very good cake!  Just 
brilliant! 

                       

http://www.dorchesterfestival.com/


  
    

 
 

 

       

                                                           

the signup form is 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1

FAIpQLScNeKadxCc-F-

4VDirllq4OpX5tquUh_-

ROfk2gI92FujtcZg/viewform 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNeKadxCc-F-4VDirllq4OpX5tquUh_-ROfk2gI92FujtcZg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNeKadxCc-F-4VDirllq4OpX5tquUh_-ROfk2gI92FujtcZg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNeKadxCc-F-4VDirllq4OpX5tquUh_-ROfk2gI92FujtcZg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNeKadxCc-F-4VDirllq4OpX5tquUh_-ROfk2gI92FujtcZg/viewform


  
    

 
 

 

          

We warmly invite the families of your current Year 5 pupils, who are considering 
secondary education in September 2025 to our Open Morning on Saturday 27 April 

2024. 
 

Christ’s Hospital was established 470 years ago as a charitable boarding school and is 
proud to maintain its founding principles and ethos. 

It offers an independent boarding education of the strongest quality to children with 
academic potential, from all backgrounds in a caring and supportive environment. 

 
Our means-tested bursaries are granted to 635 of our 900 pupils; 11% of those receive a 

free place with 35% paying less than 10% of the full boarding fee. 
 

To book now sign up here > Book an open morning - Christ's Hospital (christs-hospital.org.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.christs-hospital.org.uk/admissions/book-an-open-morning/


  
    

 
 

 

                         


