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                              Rush Common School Newsletter 
 

Friday 15th November 2024 
 

 

Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I would like to start this newsletter with our fantastic Cross Country Teams who competed in the Vale Finals on Wednesday13th November. 
We have some very talented runners across Key Stage 2 and we had by far the biggest team (and supporters) at the event! The children 
competed brilliantly and both our Year 3/4 and Year 5/6 Girls Teams have made it through to the Oxfordshire Finals. I will update you on 
how they get on. A special mention for Jacob in Year 4, who won his race, beating all other competitors across the Vale in his age group. 
Congratulations to you all! 
 
On Friday 8th November we held our Fireworks Evening and it was absolutely spectacular! Once again we had the stilt walker at the event 
but the new addition this year was the fire show, which was a fantastic flaming hot build up to the main event. The crescendo to the 
fireworks display was truly amazing, as was the number of spectators. Nearly 1000 people attended the event, and it raised an incredible 
£4,600 for the school. A huge thank you to everyone who came to the fireworks and volunteered, with a special mention to Rebecca 
Strugnell (Chair of FoRC) who organised the event superbly. 
 
Thank you to all the parents who attended Parents’ Evenings this week. I hope you all had useful and informative meetings, and had a  
chance to see your children’s workbooks. We are very proud of the academic and personal progress children make in our school and it is 
important to be able to share this with you. We were particularly pleased to offer ELSA drop ins for parents, and we hope this was useful. 
If you haven’t managed to attend a meeting with your child’s class teacher, please email the school to book in an appointment. 
 
Last week, we held our first Key Stage 2 House Competition of this year. The children feel a real sense of belonging to their particular 
House Teams, and the competitive spirit across the school was great to see. Children took part in Cross Country, English quizzes and 
Times Table Rockstar competitions with real conviction to earn points for their house.The overall winners were Kites, but as always at 
Rush Common, the children were humble in victory, and gracious in defeat! 
 
Our pupils always enjoy the breadth of enrichment opportunities we provide. Last week, Year 2 dressed up as Romans, spending the 
whole day carrying out Roman activities, on Thursday 7th November Year 5/6 children took part in the Primary Maths Challenge, Year 4 
enjoyed Science Workshops at Abingdon School today, and this week everyone in KS2 has had the opportunity to join England Rocks (the 
Timestable Rockstars National Competition). 
 
On Monday 11th November, we held a very poignant Remembrance Service for the whole school. The children placed wreaths they had 
made on our mound by the playground, and Year 6 recited the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’. A one minute’s silence was impeccably observed 
and the children understood the significance of the service. We also placed a poppy wreath from Rush Common School on the War 
Memorial for the Rembrance Service in Abingdon last Sunday.  
 
This week has been Anti-Bullying Week and the theme for the week has been to ‘Show Respect’. Our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors joined 
Mrs Drew in sharing this message with the rest of the school in assembly, and there have been activites provided to classes to help 
understand this further. The children at Rush Common have become very aware of the specific definition of bullying, and know that it will 
never be tolerated in our school. 
 
In recent weeks we have been busy supporting a variety of very worthwhile causes. Firstly, our school provided a huge collection of food 
for Abingdon Food Bank, and I can confirm the weight was a massive 243 kg. Just before half term we supported ‘Show Racism the Red 
Card’ for which we raised over £300. We have also been raising money for the Poppy Appeal and Children in Need today. I will update 
you on the totals in the next Newsletter. Thank you everyone for your contributions towards such important charities. 
 
Finally, a thank you to everyone that attended our SEND Coffee Afternoon this week. We had a speaker from CAMHS who outlined the 
important work they carry out. We hope this was useful for everyone who attended. 
 
I hope you all have an enjoyable and safe weekend ahead as we look toward the rest of this exciting term. 
 
Kind regards 

 

Kristen Fawcett   

Headteacher 

 

                            



  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                               

                                 

Please see our website for latest school and Trust Job Vacancies: 
 
Vacancies - Rush Common School - Dream, Aspire, Succeed 

   School Dinners 
The cost of school dinners is £2.65 per 
day. Payment for school dinners can be 
made via ParentMail. Meal choices must 
be made at least 3 days in advance.                               
 

      

Travel Plan 
Rush Common School have received a certificate to show 
that our Travel Plan has received a 'Good' accreditation. 
The travel plan will be appearing on our website soon. We 
are continuing to collaborate with OCC on road safety, 
particularly during drop off and pick up times. 

 

           

 

 

https://www.rushcommonschool.org/our-school/vacancies/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiIr-Ts1-vaAhUGsxQKHee9BuQQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://st-augustines-hythe.kent.sch.uk/kent/primary/staugustines/site/pages/schoolinformation/schooldinners&psig=AOvVaw2yWOScyqYLiu9sCr8yj_nF&ust=1525510561407106


  
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates for your diary 2024/2025 
 
 
Brake Road Safety Day Wednesday 20th November 
  
Year 3 Egyptian Workshop Monday 25th (3LG) and Tuesday 26th  November (3CO)  
                                                                               
Choir Big Sing Friday 29th November  
 
Year 6 STEAM Museum Trip Tuesday 3rd December  
 
KS1 Nativity Performance Tuesday 3rd and Thursday 5th December at 5.00pm       
 
Reception Christmas Concert Monday 9th December at 2.15pm and Tuesday 10th December 

at 9.15am 
 
Christmas Dinner Day Wednesday 11th December    
 
Christmas Jumper Day Wednesday 11th December  
 
Choir Visit to SMEG Friday 13th December 
 
End of Term 1b  Friday 20th December at 1.30pm 
 
Start of Term 2a Monday 6th January 2025 
 
Prayer and Reflection Space Monday 13th – Thursday 16th January 2025 
 
M&M Performance – Snow White Friday 31st January 2025 
 
End of Term 2a Friday 14th February 2025 
 
Start of Term 2b Monday 24th February 2025 
 
Year 4 Youlbury Residental Thursday 27th – Friday 28th March 2025 
 
End of Term 2b Friday 4th April 2025 at 1.30pm 
 
Start of Term 3a Tuesday 22nd April 2025 
 
Year 5 Kingswood Residental Wednesday 23rd – Friday 25th April 2025 
 
May Bank Holiday (children not in school) Monday 5th May 2025 
 
End of Term 3a Friday 23rd  May 2025 
 
Inset Day (Children Not in School) Monday 2nd June  2025 
 
Start of Term 3b Tuesday 3rd June 2025 
 
Year 6 Call of The Wild Residental  Monday 30th June – Friday 4th July 2025 
 
End of Term 3b Monday 21st July 2025 at 1.30pm 

 

                

Homework Champions 

 
Erin           3CO               

Elsie            4CM  

Esmae         4CM  

Teodor        6JN 

      

 



  
    

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



  
    

 
 

 
 
Local Community News 
 
Please note items and events detailed below are for information purposes only. Rush Common School do not 
endorse or make recommendation 
 

                                                                            
                                                                                                   

             

 

                               

                                                                                                                                           



  
    

 
 

 

         

                                                                                           

 
 

 

               


